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In this century of change, we note with optimism that
access to university education is increasing, that one-half
of the students enrolled in institutions of higher educa-

tion live in developing nations, and that the number of uni-
versity students worldwide is expected to double between
2000 and 2025. The potential for social participation by stu-
dents young and old, now and in the years to come, is mas-
sive. The extent to which this potential can be realized will
depend on universities worldwide mobilizing students, fac-
ulty, staff and citizens in programs of mutual benefit.

We are dedicated to strengthening the civic role and
social responsibility of our institutions. We pledge to pro-
mote shared and universal human values, and the engage-
ment by our institutions within our communities and with
our global neighbors. We urge the one hundred million uni-
versity students, and the many millions of faculty, staff,
alumni and members of governing bodies throughout the
world to join us in these initiatives.

We believe that higher education institutions exist to
serve and strengthen the society of which they are part.
Through the learning, values and commitment of faculty, staff
and students, our institutions create social capital, preparing
students to contribute positively to local, national and global
communities. Universities have the responsibility to foster in
faculty, staff and students a sense of social responsibility and a
commitment to the social good, which, we believe, is central
to the success of a democratic and just society.

Some of our universities and colleges are older than the
nations in which they are located; others are young and
emerging; but all bear a special obligation to contribute to
the public good, through educating students, expanding
access to education, and the creation and timely application
of new knowledge. Our institutions recognize that we do not
exist in isolation from society, nor from the communities in
which we are located. Instead, we carry a unique obligation
to listen, understand and contribute to social transformation
and development. Higher education must extend itself for
the good of society to embrace communities near and far. In
doing so, we will promote our core missions of teaching,
research and service.

The university should use the processes of education and
research to respond to, serve and strengthen its communities
for local and global citizenship. The university has a respon-
sibility to participate actively in the democratic process and
to empower those who are less privileged. Our institutions
must strive to build a culture of reflection and action by fac-
ulty, staff and students that infuses all learning and inquiry.

Therefore, we agree to:

• Expand civic engagement and social responsibility pro-
grams in an ethical manner, through teaching, research and
public service.

• Embed public responsibility through personal example and
the policies and practices of our higher education institutions.

• Create institutional frameworks for the encouragement,
reward and recognition of good practice in social service by
students, faculty, staff and their community partners.

• Ensure that the standards of excellence, critical debate,
scholarly research and peer judgment are applied as rigor-
ously to community engagement as they are to other forms
of university endeavor.

• Foster partnerships between universities and communities
to enhance economic opportunity, empower individuals
and groups, increase mutual understanding and strengthen
the relevance, reach and responsiveness of university educa-
tion and research.

• Raise awareness within government, business, media, char-
itable, not-for-profit and international organizations about
contributions of higher education to social advancement
and wellbeing. Specifically, establish partnerships with gov-
ernment to strengthen policies that support higher educa-
tion’s civic and socially responsible efforts. Collaborate with
other sectors in order to magnify impacts and sustain social
and economic gains for our communities.

• Establish partnerships with primary and secondary schools,
and other institutions of further and higher education, so
that education for active citizenship becomes an integral
part of learning at all levels of society and stages of life.

• Document and disseminate examples of university work
that benefit communities and the lives of their members.

• Support and encourage international, regional and national
academic associations in their efforts to strengthen univer-
sity civic engagement efforts and create scholarly recogni-
tion of service and action in teaching and research.

• Speak out on issues of civic importance in our communities.

• Establish a steering committee and international networks
of higher education institutions to inform and support all
their efforts to carry out this Declaration.

We commit ourselves to the civic engagement of our insti-
tutions and to that end we establish the Talloires Network,
with an open electronic space for the exchange of ideas and
understandings and for fostering collective action.

We invite others to join in this Declaration and to
collaborate in our civic work.
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